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This case study explores policies and practices that are helping to protect  
and/or enhance greenspaces as settings for public health well-being.  
Taken from Greenspace and Ecohealth Toolkit: Improving Health and Well-
Being Through Greenspace Provision, Design and Access (March 2017).

City of Ottawa’s Strategies for Urban Greenspaces, Green 
Partnership Pilot Program, Community Environmental Projects 
Grants Program, Environmental Strategy and Official Plan
The City of Ottawa is committed to building a well-connected network of communities that offer 
residents the opportunity to live, work, and play. Five integrated and complementary Master 
Plans (Official Plan, Infrastructure, Transportation, Cycling and Pedestrian) work together to 
set the vision for Ottawa’s future growth to 2031. The City’s multi-faceted approach to planning 
prioritizes sustainable development and encourages the “greening and cleaning” of the City.

The Greenspace Master Plan – Strategies for Ottawa’s Urban Greenspaces 
(2006) sets strategic directions for managing and extending the greenspace in the 
urban area of the city. The Plan is structured around five objectives: 

 - Adequacy - The City will ensure that there is enough greenspace to meet the needs of a 
growing and diverse community and will maintain natural systems, biodiversity and habitat.

 - Accessibility - Ottawa residents will have ready access to greenspaces 
in close proximity to their homes and communities.

 - Connectivity - Ottawa’s greenspaces will be linked to provide improved access to a variety 
of greenspaces and recreational facilities, better connections between homes and schools or 
workplaces, and improved biodiversity and the movement of native plants and animals.
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 - Quality - Greenspaces will be attractive, safe and well-designed, serving the multiple needs of users 
while defining the unique identity of communities. Where greenspaces are primarily natural areas, 
they will be preserved in a manner that maintains or improves natural features and functions.

 - Sustainability - Greenspaces will be planned and managed in a way that minimizes human intervention 
and public spending over time, through reliance on natural processes as well as innovative methods 
for protecting greenspace adequacy of supply, accessibility to all communities, quality in design 
and character, connectivity among greenspaces, and sustainability through management plans. 

 
The Plan acknowledges that natural land offers both individual and community benefits, 
including: a sense of tranquility and wellbeing, the development of strong social and 
neighbourhood ties and enhanced environmental awareness among urban residents. 

Fostering community stewardship to further protect and clean these natural areas is a goal of the City. 
The City’s Green Partnership Pilot Program (2006-2008) was created to increase opportunities for 
community stewardship. Funding was provided to innovative projects aimed at cleaning and greening 
the City. In relation to this, the City’s Community Environmental Projects Grants Program, which 
was initiated in in 1995, continues to provide small grants (on average $3,000) to community groups 
to complete projects that support an environmentally sustainable Ottawa. The City also has a number 
of other funding programs to support environmental and community initiatives on its website.

Ottawa’s Environmental Strategy (2003) is a growth management plan that focuses on the 
responsible management of all aspects of the City’s environment. The Strategy outlines a process for 
achieving community environmental goals as well as corporate environmental commitments. The 
four overarching goals identified in the Strategy are: to be a green city, to develop in harmony with 
the environment, to focus on walking, cycling and transit and to have clean air, water and earth.

The City of Ottawa Official Plan (2003) was prepared within the broader context of the 
Ottawa 20/20 initiative, a two-year planning process to prepare the City to manage future 
growth and change over the next 20 years. The goal of the Ottawa 20/20 initiative is sustainable 
development. To achieve this goal, five guiding principles are identified. Two of the five principles 
are described below, followed by examples of how the Official Plan responds to each. 

Principle: A Green and Environmentally Sensitive City

 - A Green City – Ottawa preserves natural habitats and has a network of greenspaces. 
Trees are an important way of maintaining environmental integrity

 - Development in Harmony with the Environment – Using land wisely, development 
builds within the current urban boundary and avoids outward sprawl

 - A Focus on Walking, Cycling and Transit – Ottawa implements policies that favour walking, cycling 
and public transit over the use of private motor vehicles, thereby facilitating the use of modes of 
transportation that are socially accessible, environmentally healthy and economically feasible

 - Clean Air, Water and Earth – All people work to improve the quality of the natural environment; 
limit noise and light pollution; and protect natural resources and agricultural lands 
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Land-use and community design perspectives are outlined to address the above guiding principle:

 - Planning on the basis of natural systems to protect and enhance natural 
processes and ecological functions (e.g., watershed planning, groundwater 
and surface water protection and greenspace policies) is supported

 - Policies to protect natural diversity (e.g., urban and rural woodlands, 
wetlands, and wildlife habitat) are provided for

 - Natural resources (e.g., agricultural land, minerals, and natural 
environment areas) are designated and protected

 - Soil contamination is identified and addressed

 - Focusing on alternative modes of transport and reducing the 
reliance on the automobile improve air quality

Principle: A Healthy and Active City

 - Recreation and Sport – Citizens have the opportunity to participate in a broad 
range of recreational pursuits; personal fitness and sport activities

 - Community Facilities – Recreation, arts and heritage facilities are 
provided to meet both local and citywide needs

 - Accessibility – Citizens have access to affordable and barrier-free facilities, programs and services

 - Health Protection and Promotion – Citizens have access to community-
based social and health promotion services 

 
Land-use and community design perspectives are outlined to address the above guiding principle:

 - Human and ecosystem health issues are addressed through such means as reducing 
the reliance on the private automobile to lessen the impact on air quality

 - The provision of parklands, recreational pathways and facilities, community 
gardens, walking and cycling provide opportunities for a healthy lifestyle

 - Polices that foster the development of more compact, mixed-use development and design 
policies provide opportunities for walking in a pedestrian-oriented environment

 - Policies to protect groundwater help to ensure potable drinking water in the rural area
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Excerpts from City of Ottawa Official Plan

Section 3.2 Natural Environment – contains policies protect and enhance significant wetlands, 
natural environment areas, urban natural features and rural natural features. Example policies:

 - Uses permitted on land designated Natural Environment Area include 
uses which do not adversely affect the natural characteristics of the 
area, such as open air recreation; scientific, educational, or conservation 
uses associated with the features of the environmental area; existing 
agriculture operations; or forestry as defined by the Forestry Act.

 - Natural Environment Areas are designated on Schedules A and B. 
These lands are designated to ensure that the natural features and 
functions inherent in each area are protected and preserved.

Section 3.3 Open Space – contains policies related to the 
protection and expansion of open spaces.

Major Open Spaces are designated on Schedules A and B to protect the larger open 
spaces in Ottawa that are to be generally available for public use and enjoyment.


